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CCYFS elects new board members SHERIDAN LIBRARY NEWS 
Colorado County Youth and 

Family Services Inc. (CCYFS) wel- 
comes newly-elected Board of Direc- 
tors Members David Wuest, principal 
at Schulenburg High School, and 
Joyce Stancik, treasurer for Colorado 
County. 

Other Board Members are Roger 
Olier, Gulf Coast Careers; John 
Adams, San Bernard Electric; Dale 
Alexander, Magnolia Place; Don 
McCarn, CPS Supervisor, Austin 
County; Peggy Supak, Asst. District 
Attorney, Fayette County; LaNell 
Randle, Parent Liaison, Bellville ISD; 
Justa Helm, Fayette County represen- 
tative; Al Jamison, Colorado County 
Judge; Ken Sparks, Colorado County 
Attorney-elect; Melaney McShan, 
Texana MHMR; and Steve Bettner, 
Colorado County Adult Probation. 

CCYFS is a non-profit agency 
dedicated to promoting positive and 
healthy individuals and families in 
Colorado, Fayette, Lavaca, Lee and 
Austin Counties. 

The agency offers CORE Services 
to those persons or families who may 

be experiencing a problem with drugs 
or alcohol. Services are provided by 
experienced, Licensed Chemical 
Dependency Counselors. All services 
are available to the general public at 
no charge. 

Supportive Outpatient Treatment 
Services for chemical dependency 
and substance abuse are also offered to 
youth and adults beginning at the age 
of 10. 

Reclaiming dignity, values and 
self-worth through a personal growth 
enhancing process is available and 
effective at overcoming the debilitat- 
ing effects of substance abuse or 
compulsive lifestyles. Reducing risk 
factors and maximizing natural resil- 
iency is the first step in aim ing a recov- 
ery process toward abstinence and 
rediscovering personal meaning in the 
pursuit of happiness. Family involve- 
ment throughout the recovery process 
is strongly recommended. 

The Drug and Alcohol Prevention 
and Intervention Program provides 
substance use/abuse prevention and 
intervention services to the youth and 

their families of Colorado nd Fayette 
County. 

School based programs are of- 
fered on both the public and private 
school campuses. The agency's 
STAR Program (Services to At-Risk 
Youth) provides timely and appropri- 
ate assistance to youth and families in 
order to reduce at-risk situations and 
stabilize the family. The STAR Pro- 
gram gives priority to strengthening 
the family and keeping it together. 
This program is open to youth ages 
seven to 17. 

The agency also offers the Alcohol 
Awareness classes for those students 
who have received a minor in posses- 
sion citation. These services are 
funded in part by the Texas Council on 
Alcohol and Drug Abuse and The 
Texas Department of Protective and 
Regulatory Services. 

CCYFS' s main office is located at 
1336 Fannin, Columbus, with satellite 
offices in LaGrange, Sealy, Giddings, 
Hallettsville and Eagle Lake. The 
agencies phone numbers are 979-732- 
8355 and 1-800-256-7321. 

Don't get scammed on your way to college 
With tuition bills skyrocketing 

and room and board going through the 
roof, students are looking for way to 
help finance their expensive but valu- 
able college education. 

Unfortunately, those efforts have 
fallen victim to many scholarship and 
financial aid scams claiming to find 
free money for all promising scholars. 

Don' t get deceived. Keep a watch- 
ful eye on companies that GUARAN- 
TEE a scholarship for an advance fee. 
And even those money-back guaran- 
tee offers can be a setup when accom- 
panied by a list of conditions that 
make it impossible to receive a refund. 

To better understand this con 
game, review the following points 
before applying for financial aid or 
scholarships. 

•Be wary if you are selected as a 
"finalist" for awards that require an 
up-front fee, especially if you did not 
enter a contest. 

•Companies may ask for a student 
checking account to "confirm eligibil- 
ity," only to debit the account without 
consent. Other companies quote a 
small monthly fee and ask for the 
authorization to debit your account 
without disclosing the length of time 
they will be depleting funds. 

•Pay attention to phrases resem- 
bling, 'The scholarship is guaranteed 
or your money back," "You can't get 
this information anywhere else," 
"We'll do all the work," "The scholar- 
ship will cost some money" and "I just 
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need your credit card or bank account shady refund policies may keep you 
number to hold this scholarship." from recovering all of the money you 

•Ask how much the service will invested, 
cost and exactly what you will get for       «Talk with your guidance coun- 
your money. Remember to get the 
details in writing. As noted before, 

selor or college Financial Aid Depart- 
(See Scam, Page 6) 

FARM BUREAU NEWS 
A United States Appellate court 

recently ruled that farmers must pay a 
self-employment tax if they receive 
federal Conservation Reserve Pro- 
gram (CRP) payments. 

The ruling could cost farmers 
thousands of dollars and force them to 
amend as many as four year's worth of 
tax returns. 

The ISSUE of CRP status comes 
from that 1996 Internal Revenue Serv- 
ice (IRS) audit of an Ohio couple who 
filed 1992 and 1993 tax returns show- 
ing $17,000 worth of CRP payments 
as rental income exempt from the self 
employment tax. 

But, the IRS audit showed, be- 
cause they also had other land they 
fanned for income, they owed a 
15.3% self-employment tax on their 
CRP revenue. The couple appealed to 
the U.S. Tax Court and won, but that 
appeal was overthrown. 

Farmers in four states are im- 
pacted by the ruling: Kentucky, Ten- 
nessee, Ohio and Michigan. 

"While the ruling affects only the 
four states at present, there are nation- 

wide implications. We know that the 
IRS intends to collect this tax and it is 
only a matter of time before audits and 
court cases start showing up in other 
parts of the country. And that would 
give it a nationwide application," said 
Colorado County Farm Bureau 
(CCFB) President Charles Harbich. 

Now the IRS is expected to collect 
self-employment taxes on returns 
filed as far back as the 1996 tax year. 

"The decision of the court threat- 
ens to penalize producers who are try- 
ing to do the right thing by protecting 
fragile land that's sensitive to erosion 
and provides vital wildlife habitat," 
added the CCFB leader. 

More than a dozen farm state sena- 
tors have introduced legislation to 
clarify that CRP payments are not 
subject to the self-employment tax. 

To encourage your child to read 
this summer, the Sheridan Memorial 
Library is sponsoring the 2000 Texas 
Reading Club. The theme for this club 
is "Invent the Future-Read!" 

The library will offer many activi- 
ties that promote reading and fun. The 
program began Tuesday, June 13, 
from 10 to 11 a.m. and will continue 
through closing on July 25. 

Encourage your child to partici- 
pate in the Texas Reading Club! By 
doing so, you will help your child re- 
tain hard-earned reading skills ac- 
quired during the school year. 

The library has books, cassettes 
and videos available for check out. 
Your family can explore the darkest 
jungles and the highest mountains 
with an inexpensive trip to the library! 
And your library card is free! 

Children are encouraged to read 
10 or more books during the program 
to receive a certificate from the Texas 
State Library. Younger children may 
have their parents or siblings read to 
them. 

In order for books to be recorded, 
they must have been checked out for 
an overnight period. Children are en- 
couraged to read books on their indi- 
vidual reading level. 

The library now has a copy of the 
accelerated reading list for the Sheri- 
dan Elementary School. These books 
may be checked out during the sum- 
mer. Get a head-start now! 

The Summer Reading Program is 
co-sponsored by the Texas State Li- 
brary and the Sheridan Parents and 
Teachers. Heading the program this 
summer will be Johnna Benton and 
Ruth Brisco. 

Contact the library at 234-5154 to 
register your children. The program is 
designed  for children  ages  three 
through sixth grade. 

**** 
The Sheridan Friends of the Li- 

brary continues to grow. Five new 
memberships were added during the 
month of April. Membership dues are 
$5 per person. With these funds, the 
library is able to purchase items not 
included in the annual budget. 

Friends for 2000 include A.T. 
Blanchard, Charles & Mary DeShazo, 
Jeanette Nance, Shirley Moore, Mar- 
guerite McCoy, J.C. "Hootie" & Mai- 
da Clark, Beverly & Gordon Mercer, 
Patsy Fuller, Willard & Irene Hagen- 
dorf, Bill & Lillian Gohlke and Jena- 
vee Peterson. 

He*** 

The library received book dona- 

tions from: Eldon & Joyce Ohm, Olga 
Lundquist, Breck & Nancy Chabreck, 
Laura Finney and George E. Bujnoch. 

**** 
The library received the following 

memorials during April and May: 
In memory of Emma Nieto: Rice 

Consolidated School Food Service 
Assoc., Vernita Dopslauf; in memory 
of Kelsey Oberrender: Vernita Dops- 
lauf; 

In memory of Nancy Williams: Ed 
& Kay Parham; in memory of Wes. E. 
Schaller: Bill & Lillian Gohlke; in 
memory of Willie Lee Tinsley: Robert 
& Barbara Blanchard; in memory of 
Pat Hunnicut: Bobby Haines; in 
memory of Ruth Grubert: Sheridan 
Lions Club; in memory of Edwin 
Darrow "Corkey" Varley: Bill & Lil- 
lian Gohlke; in memory of Meta 
Schaller: Bill & Lillian Gohlke. 

MASSAGE THERAPY 

Kimberly Ann Socha Holder, L.V.N., R.M.T. 
is now offering massage therapy at the 

Columbus Health & Fitness Center! 
Massages are available by apointment for Health & 

Fitness members and to the general public. Please call 
for more Information or to schedule an appointment. 

Monday & Wednesday: 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
Saturday: 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

979-732-5783 • 979-830-1916 
979-277-2264 

MASSAGE THERAPY 

Jennifer Pavlicek, R.M.T 
is now offering massage therapy at the 

Columbus Health & Fitness Center! 
Massages are available by apointment for Health & 

Fitness members and to the general public. Please call 
for more information or to schedule an appointment. 

Tuesday * Wednesday * Friday: 4:30 to 9 p.m. 
Saturday: 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

979-732-5783 or 800-374-6477 
ID #1048 
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Wharton County Internet 

Unlimited e-mail 

Eagle Lake PCF art 
contest winners listed 

Multi-purpose museum 
From all reports, Prairie Edge 

Museum (PEM) has been performing 
its mission well in familiarizing 
school children, local citizens and 
visitors with highlights of the past 
natural and cultural history of the 
Eagle Lake area. 

Repeat visits are encouraged since 
exhibits change periodically with new 
ones replacing old ones. 

Placed on display recently include 
a illustrated newspaper story about the 
Eagle Lake High School Glee Club 
appearing on KPRC Radio in April 
1929 and an early 20th Century lea- 
ther money pouch bearing the name of 
Vineyard, Walker & Co., Inc., Bank- 
ers. 

Another interesting facet is our 
Museum's role in accumulating de- 
tailed bits of our background to which 

scholarly historians express consider- 
able interest. 

For example, a visitor interested in 
the history of Bonus recendy came to 
examine one of our displays that con- 
tained an ancient business ledger with 
the name Bonus Mercantile Company 
boldy printed on its cover. 

Also, please be aware that PEM 
is not only open on Saturday and 
Sunday afternoons from 2 to 5 p.m., 
but also on weekday mornings from 
8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

The following students were win- 
ners in the Prairie Chicken Festival 
Art Contest and had their work dis- 
played in Tony Tyler's Art Studio for 
one month. 

Kindergarten-second grade: 
Juan Martinez, 1st; Kyle Belmares, 
2nd; Raul Garcia, 3rd. 

Third-fifth grade: Clayton 
Bowen, 1st; Alex Morgan, 2nd; Jesse 
Castillo, 3rd. 

Sixth-eighth grade: Brandon 
Sims, 1st; Jacquita Burton, 2nd; Oscar 
Hercules, 3rd. 

. Ninth-12th   grade:   Robert 
Hassin, 1st 

The Best of Show was awarded to 

Clayton Bowen. 
These students were awarded U.S. 

Savings Bonds that may be picked up 
at First National Bank in Eagle Lake. 

Students are reminded that they 
must bring their social security num- 
ber, and if possible, a picture ID in 
order to receive their savings bond. 

The savings bonds should be 
picked up by June 30 if possible. 

accounts 
►Unlimited access 
►No contracts 

979-532-0533 
Sign-up at the location nearest you: 

East Bernard: Radio Shack 
Wharton: 213 N. Richmond Road 

(C.E. Muegge Real Estate building) 
El Campo: NAPA Auto Parts Store 
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•Congratulations to Rebecca 

Anne Burrow of Eagle Lake for being 
named to the Dean' s Honor Roll list at 
Texas A&M where she is majoring in 
Kinesiology. The Dean's list recog- 
nizes students taking at least 15 se- 
mester hours who have maintained at 
least a 3.75 grade point ratio (GPR) 
out of a possible 4.0 during the most 
recent grading period. 

A second designation, "Distin- 
guished Student," recognizes students 
who earned a 3.25 to 3.75 GPR while 
taking at least 15 hours. Named this 
list was Amalie Marie Kucherka of 
Eagle Lake, majoring in Biochemis- 
try. 

•Diplomas were awarded to ap- 
proximately 4,500 Texas A&M Uni- 
versity graduates during spring com- 
mencement ceremonies. Among them 
were Sarah Frances Matthews, receiv- 
ing a Bachelor of Science degree; Jill 
Renee Satsky, Bachelor of Arts; and 
Steven Raymond Simcik, Doctor of 
Philosophy. All of these graduates are 
from Eagle Lake. 

•If you're looking for the recent 
RiceCISD honor rolls, you won't find 
them. We're still waiting for the Eagle 
Lake Primary School to submit their 
list. As soon as they do, we'll publish 
them in the paper. 

FLOOD INSURANCE ... 
BECAUSE YOU NEED IT. 

You can't stop Hooding. But you can protect 
yourself and your family through flood insurance. 
Backed by the Government, flood insurance covers 
what most policies don't. Protect yourself and your 
family. Call for details on flood insurance today. 

THE BAUMGART AGENCIES 
205 E. Main 
Eagle Lake, Tx 77434 

FAX 409-234-3600 
409-234-2619 

It was a snap 
to qualify 
for financing 

• $0 Down* 
• No Points 
• No Closing Costs 
• No Application Fees 
• Fixed-Rate 
Mortgage Financing 

• Low Monthly 
Payments 

• Built on Your 
Property 

Jim^Jatter 
HOMES 

We believe in your dreams* 
www.jimwalterhomes.com 

Now we're living our country dreams. 

We dreamed of one day building a home on our property. 

Jim Walter Homes believed in our dreams. They showed 

us what a snap it was to qualify for 100% builder financing 

with no money down. The mortgage application process 

was uncomplicated, free, and fast. And, they took into 

account our personal circumstances, not just our credit 

history. Now we're enjoying life in our new home. 

Visit Jim Walter Homes today to discover 

what a snap it is to affordably build and finance a new 

home on your property. We're open seven days a week. 

Mon.- Fri. 8 am - 7 pm, Sat. 8 am - 6 pm, Sun. 1 pm - 6 pm 

ROSENBERG, TX   26611 Hwy. 59, SW Freeway   800-866-1828 

Call 1-800-4WALTER ext. 60 for a free brochure that's filled with more than 30 home designs. 
•No money down and fixed-rate mortgage financing available (or qualified property owners. Photo shows actual home that may include additions options■,«"^sterner 
modifications not part of our standard otferingTShrubs and landscaping have been added. State License Numbers: AL-523, AR-HB1003JT.-CRC05237B Mb-H00J5b. 
NC   0840 SC 10156 TN-23042. VA-2701010439A. WV-008536. Georgia residential mortgage licensee. O Jim Walter Homes. Inc. 2000. Copyright strictly enforced. N-0600 
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